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READING HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
POLICY NO. 328

SUBJECT: CPR Certification/ Recertification

Responsibility of: RHSHS Directors
Revised: February 2020 Reviewed:

SCOPE: Students enrolled at the Reading Hospital School of Health Sciences (RHSHS).

PURPOSE: The CPR Certification/Recertification Policy is designed to inform students of the
CPR requirements for the (RHSHS) and to provide guidelines for students who will need to
recertify during enrollment in the school.

POLICY: Basic Life Support (BLS) CPR certification is required in all programs prior to
participation in a class with clinical experiences. Exceptions: CPR certification is not required
prior to beginning the Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Course.

The only acceptable BLS/CPR certification is the American Heart Association, BLS Provider.
The student is fully responsible and accountable to maintain current CPR certification status.
Courses are offered free of charge to incoming and present students of the School of Health
Sciences. If a student elects to take a course in the community, any cost associated with CPR
certification and/or recertification for a community CPR class is the responsibility of the
student.

DEFINITIONS:

CPR — Cardio Pulmonary Resuscitation “Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) is a lifesaving
technique useful in many emergencies, including heart attack or near drowning, in which
someone's breathing or heartbeat has stopped.” (Mayo Clinic, 2015, para. 1).

PROCEDURE: Student is responsible to maintain CPR certification so that the current
certification period takes the student through the upcoming semester. Students are expected to
renew CPR certification PRIOR to the beginning of the semester in which CPR expires, so that
certification does not expire during the midpoint of the semester. Students may be notified via e-
mail that their CPR is going to expire before the end of the upcoming semester and that they are
required to attend one of the scheduled courses at the (RHSHS) (or find a course in the
community prior to the beginning of the semester). CPR recertification is available throughout
the year by contacting the CPR Program Coordinator at the RHSHS (Advanced registration is
required prior to the start of the CPR class).

Following completion of the certification renewal class, students are required to take the renewal

card to an Administrative Secretary on HS2, where a copy will be made and placed in the student
file.
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If a student’s CPR certification expires, the student is prohibited from attending clinical
experiences until documentation is provided that CPR certification has been renewed. Absence
from clinical puts the student at risk for course failure.

A student whose CPR expires in an upcoming semester may have his/her grades withheld until
the CPR recertification requirement is fulfilled.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING: CPR Education is provided as described above.

REFERENCES:
Mayo Clinic (2015). Cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR): First aid. Retrieved from
http://www.mayoclinic.org/first-aid/first-aid-cpr/basics/art-20056600).

COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL APPROVALS: RHSHS Directors Meeting, February 2020
CANCELLATION: Reading Hospital or Tower Health policies directly related to this topic

shall supersede this RHSHS policy. This policy supersedes all previous policies, memoranda,
and/or other communications pertaining to this policy.
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