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In the event of a situation that causes social distancing concerns or the closure of campus, the 

program will institute the following plan of action measures to ensure uninterrupted learning for 

surgical technology students. 

Policy 380 Emergency Plan will be followed school wide. 

All communication to students will be achieved using the following methods: classroom sessions 

(in-person or virtual), Edvance 360, and the student’s school email. 

Weather-Related 

In the event of a weather-related closure of campus student are expected to check Edvance 360 

and their school email for alternate assignments for the day. 

Non-Weather Related 

In the event the classroom cannot accommodate the guideline ratio for safety: 

Didactic: 

A larger classroom or the Charles Sullivan Auditorium will be utilized to meet social distancing 

guidelines. 

If it is deemed unsafe to attend didactic sessions in-person: 

All class sessions will be held on the online platform, Microsoft Teams.  Lectures and skills 

instruction may be pre-recorded and posted on Edvance 360, the Reading Hospital School of 

Health Sciences (RHSHS) learning management system platform. 

Students are expected to: 

• Attend all live online classroom lecture sessions.   

• Log in to Edvance 360 daily to complete lessons and other learning activities including 

prerecorded skills demonstrations.   

• Complete all examinations utilizing a lock-down browser.   

• Check their school email @towerhealth.org daily for programmatic updates and 

assignments. 

Laboratory: 

Students will attend in-person sessions of a smaller ratio to accommodate the set guideline 

ranging from 5:1 to 1:1 student instructor ratio. 

In the event it is deemed unsafe to attend laboratory instruction at a 1:1 student instructor ratio, 

students will: 

• Be provided with supply kits for skill practice at home. 
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• Attend virtual 1:1 skills practice sessions with instructors utilizing Microsoft teams.   

o The camera and microphone must be turned on and fully operational during these 

sessions. 

Please note: All laboratory skills assessment testing will be postponed until in-person skills lab 

sessions assessments can be performed in person utilizing at least a 1:1 student: instructor ratio. 

Clinical Practice: 

Clinical practice will be held according to the clinical site safety guideline ratio for safety.  The 

clinical coordinator will contact each clinical site to verify available clinical spots according to 

the new set guidelines. 

In the event clinical sites do not allow students in the clinical setting, clinical practice will be 

postponed until it is deemed safe to return to clinical practice.   

Students who have not met graduation requirements will be granted an extension to complete all 

requirements.  The extended due date of graduation requirements will be communicated to the 

students through a virtual discussion.  Students will receive the verification of the new timeline 

in written format that will be sent to the student’s school email. 

In the event of a reduction in available clinical spots available to surgical technology students the 

following measures will be enacted: 

• Clinical case requirements:   

o Reading Hospital School of Health Sciences Surgical Technology program’s first 

scrub requirement is currently completion of 120 first scrub cases.   

o This requirement will be adjusted to reflect the current Association of Surgical 

Technologists (AST) first scrub requirements as outlined in the Association of 

Surgical Technologists Core Curriculum for Surgical Technology Seventh 

Edition. 

▪ General surgery 

• A student must complete a minimum of 30 cases in General 

Surgery.  

o 20 of these cases must be performed in the FS role. 

o The remaining 10 cases may be performed in either the FS 

or SS role.  

▪ Specialty surgery 

• A student must complete a minimum of 90 cases in various 

surgical specialties, excluding General Surgery.  

• A minimum of 60 cases must be performed in the FS role and 

distributed amongst a minimum of four surgical specialties.  
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o A minimum of ten cases in four different specialties must 

be completed in the FS role (40 cases total).  

o The additional 20 cases in the FS role may be distributed 

amongst any one surgical specialty or multiple surgical 

specialties.  

o The remaining 30 cases may be performed in any surgical 

specialty in either the FS or SS role.  

• Surgical specialties (excluding General Surgery) 

o Cardiothoracic 

o Genitourinary 

o Neurologic 

o Obstetric and gynecologic 

o Orthopedic 

o Otorhinolaryngologic 

o Peripheral vascular 

o Plastics and reconstructive 

o Procurement and transplant 

 


