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READING HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
NURSING PROGRAM
POLICY NO. 210

SUBJECT: Credit Hour/Nursing Program

Responsibility of: Director of Nursing Program
Originated: June 2016 Revised: May 2023 Reviewed: April 2023

SCOPE:
Students enrolled at the Reading Hospital School of Health Sciences dual enrollment nursing
program with Alvernia University

PURPOSE:

To define credit hours; provide guidance to determine credit hour allocation to nursing and
general education courses; and to establish a common classification system that is recognized by
institutions of higher education.

POLICY:

Credit assigned to nursing courses does not constitute “college credit” and does not imply
nursing courses earn the equivalent of college credit. The term “credit” assigned to nursing
courses is for grading and/or financial aid purposes only; and only an authorized degree-granting
institution in which a student enrolls may determine whether the completed nursing course may
be accepted for “college credit.” It does not refer to academic credits or to the awarding of
college credit and degrees.

The Nursing Program defines a credit hour as a unit of measure that places a value to the level of
instruction and time requirements for a nursing course; and is responsible for determining the
credit hours awarded for the nursing courses offered in the program of study.

The credit to contact hour of 1:1 in classroom theory and 1:5 in skills/clinical laboratory
experience is utilized to determine credit hours for nursing courses. A ratio of 1:15 for
classroom theory hours (15 hours of classroom theory = 1 credit hour) and 1:75 for skills/clinical
laboratory experience (75 hours of skills/clinical laboratory = 1 credit hour).

The credit to contact hour of 1:1 in classroom instruction and 1:3 in laboratory experience is
utilized to determine credit hours for general education courses delivered by Alvernia University.
A ratio of 1:15 for classroom instruction (15 hours of classroom instruction = 1 credit hour) and
1:30 for laboratory experience (30 hours of laboratory experience = 1 credit hour).

Procedure
Conversion of classroom theory and skills/clinical laboratory hours to credit hours for nursing
courses is as follows:
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NRS 100: 140 hours of classroom theory (140 divided by 15) =9 credits; 225 hours of
skills/ clinical laboratory (225 divided by 75) =3 credits; total = 12 credits

NRS 101: 30 hours of classroom theory (30 divided by 15) = 2 credits

NRS 102: 140 hours of classroom theory (140 divided by 15) = 9 credits; 225 hours of
skills/ clinical laboratory (225 divided by 75) = 3 credits; total = 12 credits

NRS 200: 140 hours of classroom theory (140 divided by 15) =9 credits; 225 hours of
skills/ clinical laboratory (225 divided by 75) = 3 credits; total = 12 credits

NRS 201: 120 hours of classroom theory (120 divided by 15) = 8 credits; 300 hours of
skills/clinical laboratory (300 divided by 75) = 4 credits; total = 12 credits

Conversion of classroom theory and skills/clinical laboratory hours to credit hours for general
education courses delivered by Alvernia University is as follows:

210.2

BIO 107: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

BIO 117: 30 hours of laboratory experience (2 hours of laboratory per week over 15
weeks); (30 divided by 30) = 1 credit

BIO 108: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

BIO 118: 30 hours of laboratory experience (2 hours of laboratory per week over 15
weeks); (30 divided by 30) = 1 credit

BIO 216: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

BIO 220: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits; up to 45 hours of laboratory experience if
needed; (30 divided by 30) = 1 credit; total = 4 credits

BIO 410: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

COM 101: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

COM 213: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

MUS 123: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

PHI 105: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

PSY 101: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

PSY 208: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits

THE 210: 45 hours of classroom instruction (3 hours of classroom instruction per week
over 15 weeks); (45 divided by 15) = 3 credits



Program length in credit hours and academic terms:
The total time that will be required to complete the nursing program is six academic semesters
inclusive of the total number of 89 credits (50 nursing credits; 39 general education credits)

required. The description of program length in credit hours and academic semesters is depicted

in the following Table 1:
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Year One
Semester Course Nursing Credit Credit Theory/Science Cllm.cal
Lab Experience
BIO 107 3 45
Fall / 16 Weeks BIO 117 ! 30
August / December PSY 101 3 45
& COM 101 3 45
THE 210 3 45
Subtotal 13 210 0
BIO 108 3 45
. BIO 118 1 30
SI};‘EE; 1? X’eriks BIO 220 4 900(45/45)
AP PSY 208 3 45
PHI 105 3 45
Subtotal 14 255 0
Year One Total 27 465 0
Year Two
Semester Course Nursing Credit Credit Theory/Science Chm.cal
Lab Experience
Fall / 16 Weeks NRS 100 12 140 225
August / December NRS 101 2 30
BIO 410 3 45
Subtotal 14 3 215 225
Spring / 16 Weeks NRS 102 12 140 225
January / April BIO 216 3 45
Subtotal 12 3 185 225
Year Two Total 26 6 400 450
Year Three
Semester Course Nursing Credit Credit Theory/Science Cllmocal
Lab Experience
Fall / 16 Weeks NRS 200 12 140 225
August / December LAE21 {SOM 3 45
Subtotal 12 3 185 225
Spring / 16 Weeks NRS 201 12 120 300
January / April LAElz 2;\/1 us 3 45
Subtotal 12 3 165 300
Year Three Total 24 6 350 525
Program Totals 50 39 1225 975
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Education and Training
NA

References
http://ifap.ed.gov/dpcletters/attachments/GEN1106.pdf

Committee and Council Approvals
Faculty Organization Committee-Nursing Program

Cancellation

Tower Health System policies directly related to this topic shall supersede this RHSHS-Nursing
Program policy. This policy supersedes all previous policies, memoranda, and/or other
communications pertaining to this policy
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