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READING HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
NURSING PROGRAM
POLICY NO. 329

SUBJECT: Standardized Medication Dosage Calculation Proficiency

Responsibility of: Curriculum Committee
Revised: January 2024  Reviewed: January 2024

SCOPE:
All nursing students (NRS) in the dual enrollment three-year nursing program

PURPOSE:
To provide guidelines and inform students of the process to determine competence in medication
dosage calculation.

POLICY:

All students are required to pass two medication dosage calculation proficiencies during the
nursing program curriculum. It is a requirement that each student achieve a minimum of 85% on
each of the ATI standardized medication dosage calculation proficiencies. Upon successful
completion of the ATI Dosage Calculation Proctored Assessment, the student may administer
medications on the clinical unit as per course guidelines.

PROCEDURE:

The ATI Medical-Surgical Dosage Calculation Proctored Assessment will be administered
during NRS 100. The ATI Critical Care Dosage Calculation Proctored Assessment will be
administered at the beginning of year three in the nursing program. Advanced Placement and
returning students are required to complete the associated year two or three medication dosage
calculation proficiency prior to entering their assigned nursing courses.

To be eligible to take either of the ATI Dosage Calculation Proctored Assessments, each student
is required to submit a paper copy of the ATI Tutorial test time summary (as outlined below) to
the designated instructor:

Year Two Students are required to complete Dosage Calculation RN Adult Medical-Surgical
Online Practice Assessment 3.0.

Year Three Students are required to complete Dosage Calculation RN Critical Care Online
Practice Assessments 3.0.

Upon completion of the proctored assessment, the student will receive their grade. ATI does not
offer an exam review. If a student obtains less than 85% on a Dosage Calculation Assessment,
the student must attend a scheduled tutoring session prior to retaking the proctored assessment.
When mandatory tutoring has been accomplished, the student will be granted the opportunity to
re-take the Dosage Calculation Assessment. A student will be granted two opportunities, if
needed, to retake the Dosage Calculation Assessment. The retakes of assessments must be
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completed before being granted the privilege of administering medications to patients on the
clinical unit. Failure to pass the calculation proficiency after three attempts will result in a
withdrawal from the current course.

No personal calculators are allowed during the proficiency. However, students are permitted to
use the ATI calculator. The Dosage Calculation Assessment may contain questions related to the
following topics: dosage calculation, maximum dosage, pediatric calculations, IV administration
including drip rates/drop factor and infusion rates, reading, and interpreting medication labels
and orders, and weight conversions. Students are permitted a maximum time to complete the
dosage calculation assessment as per the ATI program. All directions provided on the
proficiency must be followed.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING: NA
REFERENCES:

COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL APPROVALS: Curriculum Committee and Faculty
Organization Committee

CANCELLATION:

Tower Health System policies directly related to this topic shall supersede this Reading Hospital
School of Health Sciences policy. This policy supersedes all previous policies, memoranda,
and/or other communications pertaining to this policy.
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