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READING HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
EMS PROGRAM
POLICY NO. EMS100

SUBJECT: Scope of Practice

Responsibility of: Program Director
Originated: October 3, 2019 Revised: Reviewed:

SCOPE:
Tower Health facilities and Reading Hospital School of Health Sciences (RHSHS) EMS
Programs

PURPOSE:
This policy establishes guidelines for the supervision of students in RHSHS EMS Programs
when they engage in clinical learning experiences.

POLICY:

During each clinical rotation, the student must operate under the direct supervision of the
assigned educator or clinical staff member (herein referred to as the “preceptor”). Preceptors
may include patient care assistants, paramedics, respiratory therapists, registered nurses,
physician assistants, and physicians.

EMS students are permitted to perform any procedure or to administer any medication if the
following conditions have been satisfied (as outlined in the Pennsylvania Department of Health,
Bureau of EMS Information Bulletin 2019-02, “EMS Student Clinical Experiences”):
1. All procedures performed must be included in the National EMS Scope of Practice Model
2019 for the provider level in which the student is seeking certification.
2. The procedure must be within the preceptor’s scope of practice.
3. The student must have received both classroom and laboratory (psychomotor) education
for the procedure.

The extent of a student’s participation in any patient’s care will be at the preceptor’s discretion,
and it will be determined by the patient’s clinical condition as well as the student’s knowledge
level.

DEFINITIONS:

AEMT: Advanced Emergency Medical Technician

ALS: Advanced Life Support care, provided by AEMT, Paramedic, and Pre-Hospital RN
BLS: Basic Life Support care, provided by all EMS providers

EMR: Emergency Medical Responder

EMS: Emergency Medical Services

EMT: Emergency Medical Technician

PHRN: Pre-Hospital Registered Nurse
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SHS: School of Health Sciences

PROCEDURE:
Students will:
1. Display hospital identification badges that specify their program affiliation
2. Wear SHS color-coded uniform shirts
a. Burgundy (Paramedic and PHRN)
b. Tan (AEMT)
c. Green (EMT)
3. Provide a document on demand that identifies their SHS EMS Program clinical status

GUIDELINE:

A document for each clinical rotation that addresses site-specific student responsibilities,
educational objectives, and scheduling procedures will be provided to department
managers/directors as well as to the student. This document provides guidelines for the clinical
rotation but does not serve as an all-inclusive reference for the student’s learning experience.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING:

REFERENCES:

1. National Association of State EMS Officials. National EMS Scope of Practice Model
2019 (Report No. DOT HS 812-666). Washington, DC: National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.

2. Pennsylvania Department of Health, Bureau of Emergency Medical Services
Information Bulletin 2019-02, “EMS Student Clinical Experience”

3. Reading Hospital School of Health Sciences Liability Insurance Policy

APPROVALS:
Dr. Debbie Rahn
Dr. Charles Barbera

CANCELLATION:

Reading Health System policies directly related to this topic shall supersede this RHSHS policy.
This policy supersedes all previous policies, memoranda, and/or other communications
pertaining to this policy.
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