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READING HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCENCES 
NURSING PROGRAM 

POLICY NO. 312 
 

Subject: Advanced Standing for Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) 
  
 Responsibility: Curriculum Committee 

Revised:  June 2018 Reviewed:  March 2019 
 

 
SCOPE: 
Applicants to the nursing program who are currently licensed as Practical Nurses (LPN) 
 
PURPOSE: 
To provide an articulation option for qualified Licensed Practical Nurses (LPN) who wish to 
continue their nursing education. 
 
POLICY: 
Academic Requirements and Considerations 
Applicants requesting advance standing must meet the following criteria: 

 Graduated from an accredited (ex. ACEN) program, The Pennsylvania State Board for 
Vocational Technical Education, or a vocational technical school accredited by the 
Commission of the Council on Occupational Education 

 Hold a current LPN license without restrictions and not pending disciplinary action 
 A student cannot test for advanced placement after he or she has begun the first clinical 

nursing course.   
 
Procedure   
Consideration for advanced placement will be on an individual basis.  Placement is contingent 
upon program and course openings. 
 
The process begins at the conclusion of year 1, when the nursing program secretary identifies the 
nursing students who hold a current, valid LPN license.  The Curriculum Coordinator then 
notifies the qualified students that advance placement NLN ACE I PN-RN Foundations of 
Nursing Examination is being offered.   
 

 
Testing Procedure  
Students seeking advanced placement will be required to take a standardized test to determine 
placement in the program.  The Admissions Department will explain the LPN Advanced 
Placement Program to the applicant and provide written testing information.  The test will be 
administered during the month of June prior to the fall semester of year 2 in the nursing 
curriculum.  The student must pay all fees associated with test administration.  

 Admissions Office will notify applicants regarding the placement test date, testing 
registration guidelines, and test application deadline.  

 Testing will be administered in June prior to the first nursing course   
 As per NLN Nursing Acceleration Challenge Exam (ACE) 1: PN to RN Student Guide for 
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the Interpretation of Performance Reports, testing will be one time only.  No opportunity 
for retest will be granted. 

 
Matriculation Process  
1. The NLN ACE I PN – RN Foundations of Nursing Examination Test results will be 

forwarded to the Curriculum Coordinator.   
 
2. The Curriculum Coordinator will use individual test scores to determine the final decision 

regarding placement. 
 

Applicants who achieve a 70% or greater in the overall test percentage (“decision score”) 
AND 70% or greater in each of the content and nursing process scores will be offered 
advanced placement credit for NRS 100.  Applicants who do not reach the 70% benchmarks 
will be required to enroll in all courses and proceed through the curriculum as it is designed.  
 
Final placement decisions will be determined by the Curriculum Coordinator after review of 
the test scores. The Curriculum Coordinator communicates all placement decisions to the 
Admissions Department. 

 
3. The Admissions Department sends written notification of test results and eligibility for 

Advanced Placement to the students.   
a. Applicants whose test scores render them eligible for Advanced Placement must 

notify the Admissions Department in writing of the decision to either:  accept 
advance placement status, or enroll in the nursing course (NRS 100). Applicants are 
encouraged to consult with the Financial Aid Officer to discuss the impact of 
Advanced Placement on their personal financial aid package.   

b. Applicants who fail to reach the testing benchmarks for Advanced Placement are 
required to enroll in NRS 100   

 
4. The Admissions department notifies the Enrollment Management Team regarding the 

successful completion of the Advanced Placement Process.  The Admissions department 
inputs Advanced Placement data into GradPro. 

 
5. LPN Advanced Placement Program Fees: 

a. Testing Fee: 
Students will register and submit the testing fee online through the NLN testing 
services.  The Admissions Department will provide the student with instructions for 
test registration.  

b. LPN Advance Placement Matriculation Fee: 
For qualifying students (those applicants offered Advanced Placement) made 
payable to RHSHS (Admission Office/Admissions department) at the time of 
matriculation into the Advanced Placement Program.  The fee covers: 

 Fall semester Nursing skills lab fee  
 Administrative costs 
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LPN Testing Date Program 
 
An introductory LPN Testing Date Program will be held in June of each year for applicants to 
the Advanced Placement Program. The agenda for this program may include: 
 

a. The NLN ACE I PN – RN Foundations of Nursing Examination   
b. Curriculum Coordinator –  

 Review of NRS 100 
 Classroom Audit Process 

c. Simulation Laboratory Faculty – 
  Review of Skills Self- Assessment  
 Available Skills Remediation  

d. Financial Aid –  
 Impact of Advanced Placement on financial aid 

 
At this meeting, the applicant will receive the following handouts along with the corresponding 
information: 

a. Overview of the Advanced Placement Program 
 Testing process 
 Classroom Audit Process 

b. Skills Self –Assessment  
 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING: NA 
 
REFERENCES:  
 
COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL APPROVALS: Curriculum Committee and Faculty 
Organization Committee 
 
CANCELLATION:  
Tower Health System policies directly related to this topic shall supersede this RHSHS policy. 
This policy supersedes all previous policies, memoranda, and/or other communications 
pertaining to this policy. 
 


