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 READING HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
NURSING PROGRAM 

POLICY NO. 333 
 
SUBJECT: Dress Code  
 
 Responsibility of: Faculty Organization 
 Revised: February 2024 Reviewed: January 2024 
 
 
SCOPE: 
Students enrolled in the nursing program at the Reading Hospital School of Health Sciences 
 
PURPOSE: 
To present a professional image to our patients, families and community that reflects attention to 
safety, respect for others, and cleanliness. 
 
POLICY: 
Procedure 
Clinical Setting: The following guidelines apply to any clinical learning experience 
including but not limited to direct patient care, observation in any setting, and in the 
simulation laboratory. Failure to abide by the guidelines may result in dismissal from the 
clinical learning experience and require clinical make-up in accordance with Nursing 
Program Policy #315 Student Attendance. 

• All school-approved clothing/uniforms should be neat, clean, and professional looking 
and not compromise student, staff, or patient safety.   

• School issued photo identification attached at the collar. School related/approved 
decorative pins that can be disinfected may be worn. 

• White lab coat or navy or white school approved sport jacket may be worn with the 
uniform. A white or navy long sleeve shirt may be worn under the uniform. Fleece 
jackets (Hoodies)/coats are inappropriate in the clinical setting and should not be worn. 

• Undergarments should not be visible under the uniform. 
• Shoes or sneakers must cover the entire the foot and be clean and professional. No open 

toed or open backed shoes. 
• Plain band ring and watch are permitted. 
• Simple chain necklace may be worn if kept under the uniform. 
• Students must refrain from chewing gum while interacting with others. 
• Body piercing adornments, including earrings that pose a safety risk or those that may be 

offensive to others are not permitted. You may be asked to remove the adornment.  
• Students may be asked to cover visible tattoos that may be offensive to others. 
• Hairstyles and make-up should be simple and neat. Hair should be off the shoulders and 

away from the face. 
• Finger Nails: 

o Should be clean, well-groomed, and not extend beyond the fingertip. 
o Nail polish that is chipped or cracked must be removed. 
o Artificial nails and nail enhancements (examples: add-ons, wraps, dips, acrylics or 

tips) are not permitted  
o Nail piercing is prohibited. 
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Clinical Preparation 

Students may wear their full uniform or hospital campus attire with a clean lab coat and the 
Tower Health System issued photo Identification. Shoes must cover the entire foot. 
 

Educational Setting (Classroom\Skills Laboratory) and Tower Health System Campus 
Uniforms may be required for clinical labs and that decision is specific to the course. 
Students are permitted to wear street clothes to class, laboratory activities and on the 
Tower Health System campus. Student dress on campus should reflect the professional 
nature of the setting. The student should wear their Tower Health System issued photo 
identification, so it is always visible.  
 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING: NA 
 
REFERENCES:  
 
COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL APPROVALS: Program Director and Faculty Organization 
Committee 
 
CANCELLATION:  
Tower Health System policies directly related to this topic shall supersede this RHSHS policy.  
This policy supersedes all previous policies, memoranda, and/or other communications 
pertaining to this policy. 
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