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Paramedic 
Education
Program

RHSchoolofHealthSciences.org

Program Director
Russell Engle, EdD, MBA, NRP 
Director, Emergency Medical Services
	 n Phone: 484-628-0172 
	 n Email: russell.engle@towerhealth.org

Medical Director
Thomas Stauffer, DO, PHP
Herbert Schiffer, DO, MMHC, FACOEP

Faculty
	 n 	Matthew Small, NRP 
		  Paramedic Program Coordinator	

	 n 	Annmary Thomas, M.Ed, NRP 
		  Paramedic Program Coordinator

	 n 	�Gail Knauer, NRP 
Clinical Coordinator/Faculty	

	 n 	Timothy Quinn, MS, MA, NRP 
		  Clinical Coordinator

	  n �Lindsay Lauer, Paramedic 
EMT Program Coordinator

Classes are taught by Reading Hospital 
School of Health Sciences faculty, as well as 
paramedics, physicians, nurses, and other 
regional specialists in specific fields of 
prehospital care.

Field experience with regional advanced 
life support units will be arranged with 
preceptors approved by the hospital.

Contact Information
For more information, please contact:

Office of Admissions 
PO Box 16052 
Reading, PA 19612-6052 
Phone: 484-628-0109 or 484-628-0100 
Email: RHSHS@towerhealth.org 
Website: reading.towerhealth.org/sohs

Our EMS programs are approved by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Health.

The Paramedic Program is accredited by the 
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs (www.caahep.org) upon the 
recommendation of the Committee on Accreditation 
of Educational Programs for the Emergency Medical 
Services Professions (CoAEMSP).
 
Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs

727-210-2350
www.caahep.org

To contact CoAEMSP:
214-703-8445
www.coaemsp.org

http://RHSchoolofHealthSciences.org
mailto:russell.engle%40readinghealth.org?subject=
mailto:RHSHS%40towerhealth.org?subject=
http://reading.towerhealth.org/sohs


The Paramedic Education Program at the 
Reading Hospital campus and Phoenixville 
Hospital campus gives students the 
opportunity to combine their educational and 
work experience in the community and in the 
hospital. From this combination students gain 
an understanding of continuity of care – from 
first contact with the patient in the field until 
discharge from the hospital.

The Program includes didactic, lab, clinical, and 
field experiences provided by Reading Hospital 
and Phoenixville Hospital in cooperation 
with advanced life support services in the 

When life is on the line, seconds count.

And when an individual needs immediate 
life-saving treatment, paramedics are this 
community’s first contact for advanced 
emergency medical care.

Eastern Pennsylvania EMS and neighboring 
regions. Upon graduation, students are 
qualified to take the National Registry Exam 
for paramedics. The Paramedic Education 
Program admits new classes every spring and 
fall. The deadline for completed applications 
is June 1 for the Reading Hospital campus 
and November 25 for the Phoenixville 
Hospital campus, or when qualified student 
capacity has been reached.

Qualified applicants are admitted to the 
Program on a rolling basis. Admission 
to the Program will be based on the 
following:
	 n 	Current EMT certification in the  
		  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
	 n 	�Recommendations: “recommend 

with confidence” rating
	 n 	All required transcripts
	 n 	Completion of the Test of Essential  
		  Academic Skills (TEAS)

Goals
The Paramedic Education Program aims to 
provide the highest level of prehospital care 
training in advanced life support, as well as 
to orient prehospital care providers to their 
professional status in the community.

Program Details
Currently, paramedic classes are held at 
the Reading Hospital campus Monday 
through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
and at the  Phoenixville Hospital campus 
every Monday and Wednesday from 6 p.m. 
to 10 p.m. and every other Friday from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. throughout the 11-month 
program.

Graduation is scheduled for July at the 
Reading Hospital campus. Clinical will be 
addressed during orientation sessions.

Curriculum
Our Program exceeds the national 
standards outline and follows the National 
EMS Educational Blueprint. The Program 
also exceeds all state and regional course 
requirements for paramedic education.

Topics of instruction include:
	 n 	Operations
	 n 	Trauma Emergencies
	 n 	Medical Emergencies
	 n 	OB/GYN Emergencies
	 n 	Pediatrc Emergencies

Financial Aid
Financial aid packages for RHSHS EMS 
Program are not offered at this time. 
However, our Financial Aid Office can 
advise students on how to identify 
other financial resources and funding 
options. Payment plans are available. For 
information on tuition and fees, please go 
to https://reading.towerhealth.org/health-
sciences/financial-information/student-

https://reading.towerhealth.org/health-sciences/financial-information/student-accounts/
https://reading.towerhealth.org/health-sciences/financial-information/student-accounts/

