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321.1 

READING HOSPITAL SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

POLICY NO. 321  

 

SUBJECT: Students with Temporary Limitations  
 

Responsibility of: RHSHS Program Directors  

Revised: February 2020  Reviewed:  

 

 

SCOPE: Students enrolled at the Reading Hospital School of Health Sciences (RHSHS) who 

have acute, short term, temporary limitations impacting their ability to complete class or clinical 

assignments.   

 

Note: Issues related to individuals with long-term, chronic illness, or disabilities are beyond the 

scope of this policy, and are referred to the policy covering the American with Disabilities Act 

(ADA). 

 

PURPOSE: To provide guidance to the student with a temporary limitation  

POLICY: It is the intent of the RHSHS to provide a safe clinical environment for patients and 

students.  All students must be medically clear to fully participate in all clinical activities.  

Students requiring temporary physical limitations, weight restrictions, the use of immobilization 

devices, or any other form of health-related restriction or limitation are required to consult with 

their Program Director (or designee) regarding the ability to continue in clinical activities. 

Decisions regarding the student’s ability to participate in clinical activities will depend upon 

issues such as but not limited to the scope of the limitation, potential for additional injury to the 

student, type of planned clinical experiences, clinical site, school, and program policies, and the 

potential impact on patient safety.  Policies and restrictions established by a clinical site 

regarding physical limitations will impact the decision to permit a student to attend clinical 

activities. Concerns related to the safety of any individual will impact the ability of the student to 

continue in the clinical environment until after the limitation or restriction has been resolved.  

 

DEFINITIONS: 

  

Temporary Limitation - A student’s temporary restriction of the ability to perform academic or 

clinical activities due to illness, injury or other acute medical or psychological process.   

 

PROCEDURE: Achievement of all course objectives and classroom and clinical requirements 

is essential for successful completion of any course.  The school is not obligated to alter the 

expectations, objectives, or requirements of a course to accommodate a student with temporary 

limitations.  

 

Due to concerns for student and patient safety, students with casts, splints, immobilization, or 

physical restrictions/limitations (such as lifting restrictions) related to an acute illness or injury 

are not permitted in the clinical setting.  Students assigned to operating room experiences are not 

permitted in the Operating Room or other sterile environments with sutures in hands or arms, or 
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any injury/illness that would prevent appropriate asepsis.  Temporary limitations may include a 

variety of restrictions and the lists provided in this policy are not all inclusive.  

 

The student with a temporary limitation is required to submit a written statement from the 

healthcare provider who is treating the limitation.  This written statement is to be submitted by 

the student to the Program Director (or designee).  The statement must describe the student's 

limitations and /or restrictions and the projected duration of the limitations/restrictions. 

Under most circumstances, a student with temporary limitations, whose restrictions will 

prohibit the student from participating in clinical activities, will be required to withdraw from 

all clinical courses. (See program attendance policies and “Withdrawal from a Course” policy) 

The Program Director will make the final decision regarding alternate clinical assignments and 

the ability of the student to complete the course.  The Program Director may consult with 

student/occupational health to secure guidance regarding the student’s temporary limitation and 

the requirements or restrictions related to the clinical site.   A meeting of the Program Director, 

the student, and the student's current course instructors may be held to discuss the situation. 

Alternate Clinical Assignments 

Alternate clinical assignments will be considered only if the alternate assignment can be 

structured to provide the same quality and quantity of the missed clinical experiences, 

and permit the student to meet all course objectives. Although simulation and laboratory 

experiences enhance learning, simulation is not a long-term substitute for learning 

which occurs in the clinical setting.  

The timing of the injury within the semester, amount of clinical time missed, the 

program and/or course attendance policy, as well as accreditation or regulatory 

guidelines  will also be used as guidance in determining if alternate clinical assignments 

can be provided.  

When approved, any alternate clinical plans will be placed in a written plan describing 

the type, time, and measurement used for successful achievement of the clinical and 

course objectives.  If permission for alternate assignments is granted, the student is 

given a copy of the written plan for course completion, and the plan will be used by the 

clinical instructors for formative and summative evaluation of successful completion of 

the course. 

If the period of limitation exceeds the original prediction, the process must be repeated.  

A letter of medical clearance must be provided to the Program Director prior to a student with 

temporary limitations resuming clinical experiences. 

 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING: NA 

 

REFERENCES: NA 
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COMMITTEE AND COUNCIL APPROVALS: RHSHS Directors Meeting, February 2020 

 

CANCELLATION: Reading Hospital or Tower Health policies directly related to this topic 

shall supersede this RHSHS policy.  This policy supersedes all previous policies, memoranda, 

and/or other communications pertaining to this policy. 


